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The campaign for Steven P. Ray, GOP primary candidate for governor, 

releases the following statement: 

 

“Steven Ray remains committed to fighting for every Iowan in seeking 

his nomination for governor.  In speaking to Iowans across this state, it 

has become even more apparent to him that the people are not happy 

with the current leadership in either party in our state’s capitol.  People 

are tired of the smelly old marsh that is the state’s capitol, much like they 

are tired of the garbage that comes out of the swamp that is Washington, 

D.C.  Our state capitol is rife with personal political agendas, glad-

handling and efforts by both parties to maintain political leverage at all 

costs, even at the expense of Iowa’s hard-working citizens.  The Ray for 

Governor campaign hears the concerns from Republicans, Democrats 

and independent voters across the spectrum and believes both the 

current administration and Republican leadership, as well as the 

challenging Democratic candidates for governor, are all working off false 

assumptions in their hopes of winning the general election in 2018. 

 



 

This state primary election on June 5, 2018, is vitally important to the 

future direction of Iowa.  As governor, Mr. Ray would not be complacent 

in the need to prioritize the state’s budget to ensure taxpayers are 

getting the services they are paying for and expect.  He would not plug 

the holes of budgetary shortfalls with reserves without tackling the real 

problems that are contributing to the lack of revenue in meeting 

budgetary expectations.  As governor, Ray would not spend, or offer, 

millions of dollars in tax incentives when we don’t have enough money 

to support education, keep state law enforcement and public safety 

agencies at all government levels strong and able to be there to help 

Iowans and ensure our state human services have enough personnel to 

make absolutely certain children in need are being taken care of and are 

in safe and trusting care of others, whether by family or total strangers, 

when placed in emergency care.  It takes an excellent government 

workforce to ensure these services are met and Mr. Ray knows that 

public employees are capable and willing to work hard if they have the 

resources to do it and he supports them 100%.  He’s worked with them 

and knows they are committed to Iowans.  These are not issues only held 

by Democrats or Republicans, they are common-sense issues and require 

a true leader to get them done, a leader who truly can be elected by a 

clear majority of Iowans regardless of their political party affiliation.  Ray 

is the only candidate who can achieve this type of support in the general 

election of November 2018. 

 

The media seems as if they wish to forget there is a primary and there is 

a lot of attention on specific candidates in this race.  Mr. Ray has found 

out in his short time campaigning and speaking to real Iowans that the 

average voter is not concerned about who candidates are but what they 

can do for them and the future of Iowa.  Current state elected officials, 

from senators to former Iowa government officials running for governor, 



 

including the current governor, are often seen as the problem, no matter 

what party they are aligned.  Iowans want a leader independent enough 

to use common-sense and look across the entire political spectrum for 

the right approach to real problems facing Iowans.  As governor, Ray will 

fix these problems in state government beholden to no one except for 

one agenda:  doing what is right for ALL Iowans and putting them first. 

 

Ray will reevaluate government efficiency from top-to-bottom, reduce 

waste, align management statewide to be more efficient and not top-

heavy; ramp-up areas in government that need priority services such as 

public safety, human services, education and fixing our ailing 

infrastructure.  He will do this without raising taxes but reprioritizing 

budgetary allocations.  He will start with fresh new executive branch 

directors and agency heads and will hire the best and brightest staff in 

the governor’s office to get the job done right. 

 

A true leader must work every day for the best interests of their 

constituents and not just for those they believe voted them into office.  

Every Iowan deserves a voice and a Governor Ray will work every day to 

ensure that is preserved.  Iowans are tired of politicians running Iowa 

government in both political parties.  As governor, Ray will put that aside 

while working to build consensus among both parties in a bipartisan 

fashion to achieve the goal of making the lives of Iowans greater than 

ever before.  Ray believes strongly there is no current office holder, or 

candidate for governor, that has the experience, vision and verifiable 

leadership to build a better future for our state than he possesses.  

Steven Ray has nearly three decades of stellar public service to guide him 

as the “governor of the people.” 
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