
Good evening, fellow Iowans! 

I want to begin by thanking all of you for coming and taking some time 

out of your busy lives and schedules tonight to hear me lay out my vision 

for our great state's future and how, I believe, we can make the lives of all 

Iowans become even better as the top priority for a Governor Ray 

administration.  

 

My friends, I have been preparing for this moment my entire adult life 

of public service.  A week ago, today, I left my over 29-year career in 

public safety and resigned from the Iowa Department of Public Safety 

where I served the last decade as the manager of our state's 9-1-1 

emergency communications centers with offices at Camp Dodge, Cedar 

Falls, Cedar Rapids and, formerly, in Atlantic. Prior to that I was a proud 

emergency 9-1-1 dispatcher for the Iowa State Patrol and at the Boone 

County Sheriff's Office at the beginning of my career.  I am a 1988 

graduate of Boone High School, 1990 graduate of DMACC Boone 

campus and a 1992 graduate of Iowa State University with a BA in 

Political Science.  I successfully completed the certified public manager 



program at Drake University in 2012. I am a current Boone city council 

member at-large and mayor pro-tem for the past 13.5 years and currently 

in the middle of my 4th four-year term, first taking office in 2004. I have 

years of experience in serving on various city, county, state and federal 

positions, committees, boards and commissions.   

 

I decided to leave state employment because of two reasons:  1) it would 

be nearly impossible to keep managing the enormous responsibilities I 

have at work and campaign for governor and, 2) it's not that easy to speak 

freely about the problems our state government has without separating 

yourself from state employment and, believe me folks, Iowa government 

has a lot of problems. I only hope the people of Iowa will see that I care 

enough about their future to give up my career, with no certainty I will 

win, to try and use my experience to make our state a greater place for 

ALL Iowans.  

 

We live in one of the most volatile political periods in well over a couple 

generations and, I will tell you, it deeply saddens me.  As Iowans, we are 



accustomed to and proud of our ability to be civil and respectful of one 

another. Yet, we cannot deny that there is a great deal of bitterness and 

anger among many people, even in the heartland of our country. My goal, 

as the next governor of this state, is to do what I can to change the political 

climate, to seek bipartisanship and an open dialogue of issues facing 

society and serve the people in a manner that, even if you disagree with 

me on something, I can earn your trust by showing that I will listen and 

explain the reasons behind the decisions I will make. In short, I will 

encourage everyone to have a voice and I'll ensure that I will keep an open 

mind and listen to you.  A Governor Ray will support Iowans regardless 

of their race, gender, religion, or sexual orientation. I flat-out denounce 

anyone, or any group, that espouse bigotry or hatred toward others in our 

state. I will not tolerate it whatsoever.  I hope those who support me, and 

those who may not, can at least come to a consensus that this is one area 

we can be in 100% agreement.  

 

Many issues facing us are not Republican vs. Democrat, or liberal vs. 

conservative. They are issues that simply need a common-sense approach 



by a level-headed leader who is willing to extend their hand across the 

aisle to make decisions in the best interest of Iowans and not for the sake 

of political ideologies or favors. People must come before politics and 

when political decisions are made without respect to the decency of 

humanity then political leaders will simply fail to serve their constituents 

for which they took an oath to uphold.  

 

I have not always agreed with being lock-step with my own party on every 

issue and, clearly, there are platforms of other political philosophies that 

I simply cannot accept.  In our two-party system, both Republican and 

Democrats have had their hand in many of the problems facing Iowa, 

including our state budget and prioritizing spending in which both sides 

have failed miserably and the people of Iowa and taxpayers have gotten 

the short-end of the stick. We're going to fix that in a Ray administration 

and right this ship to move full-steam ahead on calmer waters.  

 

Government's essential function is to provide for defense (at the state level 

that is public safety) and promote the general welfare (at the state level 



that is human services, health and education).  These three key areas are 

hurting and they will be the top priority of a Ray administration.  

 

During the last legislative session, our legislature and former governor 

managed to pass sweeping changes to Iowa Code Chapter 20 which 

greatly reduced the negotiating authority of public employee unions in 

Iowa. There were issues within public employee union contracts that the 

state, in my opinion, could have worked with the unions to change.  As an 

example, raises for underperforming employees should not be automatic 

but based on acceptable performance.  Even die-hard Democrats I’ve 

spoken to said they didn’t agree with those types of things either. We 

didn't need to gut the entire system. This was a political goal to diminish 

the truth that a clear majority of public employees are hard-working and 

deserving public servants. They raise their families, pay their taxes and 

support our economy like everyone else. I believe the changes to Chapter 

20 were unnecessary and an underserved slap-in-the-face to public 

employees who have been a target of some Republicans and the former 

governor for many, many years. As a former manager in state government 



I’ve seen what this change has done to the morale of many great, 

responsible and committed public employees and it is just plain wrong. 

This so-called “fix” to Chapter 20 will not provide an appreciable solution 

to our budget problems and, in fact, it is just smoke-and-mirrors politics. 

Public employees are not the problem and they are not a drain on 

taxpayers no matter what anyone else claims. So, I want all public 

employees in Iowa to understand tonight that a future Governor Ray 

knows the demanding work public employees do to make our city, county 

and state services work better for our citizens.  Public employees will 

NOT have an adversary in a Governor Ray and they will always have my 

full support.  Had the Chapter 20 legislation come to my desk as governor, 

I would have vetoed it and sent it back to the legislature with a note in the 

margin of the bill stating they can do better than that without putting 

legislative and executive branch budgetary failures on the backs of hard-

working public employees. 

 

My entire life has been spent around law enforcement.  I grew-up around 

and worked in it for over 4 decades.  My maternal grandfather was a long-



time Iowa sheriff, the late John Stark of Story County, my late mother, 

Pauline Rentschler, was a long-time dispatcher and supervisor at ISU’s 

Department of Public Safety police communications, and my uncle, Terry 

Stark, like his father, was a long-time Nevada police officer and Story 

County deputy sheriff and sergeant before retiring over a decade ago.  We 

were a family that was dedicated to public service and to the preservation 

of the bonds of integrity and ethics in performing that service.  My long 

service in public safety illustrates the importance this noble career can 

have on the people that serve in it and how well the public can rely on a 

strong law enforcement system in Iowa and around the nation.  The men 

and women of law enforcement, fire service, EMS and other uniformed 

services, including our military, will know from day one that they have a 

governor that stands squarely beside them and will support them 100%, 

not just in the tough times, but ALL the time.  I will work to ensure they 

have the best training and equipment they need to serve Iowans. 

 

I will begin my first budget proposal to ensure we hire additional state 

Troopers and criminal investigative agents to have the adequate staffing 



on our state highways and interstates and enough agents to assist local 

jurisdiction with increasingly complex crimes that are rising in Iowa.  I 

spent an entire career making sure our sworn officers had the necessary 

back-up they need and I will continue doing that as governor.  I am the 

only candidate in this race for governor, among all political parties, that 

has the experience, knowledge and connections within this state to meet 

the goal of making our law enforcement and other public safety services 

across the spectrum, from the 9-1-1 dispatch centers to the field, the best 

they can be with all the resources they need to protect Iowans.  No one 

can deliver on this more than a Governor Ray can and I will.  Period.  

 

With hiring more Troopers, we can again utilize those state officers that 

have the training and expertise in such areas as human trafficking and 

drug interdiction to take the team approach to combating these very 

common, yet extremely dangerous, crimes on our interstates and state 

highways throughout Iowa.  Iowa will be a law and order state and I will 

be a law an order governor providing unprecedented support to Iowa law 



enforcement and public safety initiatives wherever I can help them unlike 

any Iowa governor before. 

 

I don’t consider myself a politician because it’s never been in my nature 

to promise what I cannot deliver.  However, there are many issues of 

importance to our state that I would like to share my views with you this 

evening.  First, our budget.  What in the world is going on here?  $7 billion 

state budget and we still have shortfalls?  Why?  The solution cannot be 

using more reserves and, for me, raising taxes cannot be an immediate 

solution either, we’re taxed enough the way it is. 

 

As a city councilmember, there is a term I use called the leaky-toilet 

syndrome.  I’ve experienced many people over the years who will 

complain how high their water bill was over a previous month and, 

initially, complain that we’ve billed them wrong or raised their water rates 

and didn’t tell them.  When they are asked if they have a leak in the house, 

most will say none that they are aware.  But 99% of the time they do end-

up finding a leaky toilet after having a plumber come check.  I suspect the 



same thing is happening to our state budget.  It isn’t employees, it is 

spending and other appropriations of tax money that endlessly drip, drip, 

drip and, folks, it simply adds-up over time.  In my first 100 days as 

governor there will be an executive order requesting the Department of 

Management and the Department of Administrative Services to perform 

a full top-to-bottom review of the state budget and account for spending 

habits among state agencies and departments and find the root problem.  I 

will also order a full review of all top-level management in these agencies 

to determine if they are adequate, or top-heavy, and if their front-line 

positions are adequate in serving the needs of Iowans.  I strongly suspect, 

in my experience, there is a combination of issues going on here that we 

can readily address and put a clamp on any drips that are adding-up to a 

large puddle.  I also want to make certain we have enough front-line 

workers that perform the work to help Iowans from law enforcement to 

human services personnel ensuring our children of placement are safe and 

being cared for in the proper environment.  Management positions that 

can’t provide a full explanation of their duties to help the mission of their 

department or agency may need to be reassigned additional duties 



commensurate to the pay they receive then vacated once they leave the 

position.  Unfortunately, we have a lot of management positions that 

supervise very few, if any, employees at all.  If their position requires such 

little responsibility then maybe they need to have that position revert to a 

previous position where we can save taxpayer funds and put the help 

where the help is truly needed on the front line of service to Iowans.  

 

As someone who is pro-business and a capitalist, I recognize that large 

companies in Iowa can provide good jobs with decent, living wages.  It 

also takes a skilled and dedicated work force to meet those demands 

behind these kinds of jobs.  My concern is the large amount of tax money 

we outlay to corporate giants with incentives to bring them to Iowa.  And, 

if they stay, do these incentives recoup themselves for taxpayers or, if the 

company leaves when the incentives dry-up, are we getting that money 

paid back to Iowa taxpayers?  Does the money given equal the benefit of 

jobs?  Some deals include hiring no more people than the average Iowa 

family has show-up for Thanksgiving.  I know we spend 10’s of millions 

of dollars and even more for some of these tax incentives for large 



corporations.  Think how far we’d be if we took even half of those 

millions and provided tax incentives or forgivable loans to current small 

business owners and small-business start-ups?  We’d recoup that 

investment ten-fold to the benefit of our economy and supporting 

businesses that hire a clear majority of Iowa employees.  By being wise 

with our tax dollars, investments can produce tangible results.  We 

shouldn’t be investing millions in ventures with no foreseeable 

understanding of the future that company has in our state because they are 

so large their investment means little to them if they decide to up and 

leave.  Tax dollars invested in education to ensure our kids are being 

prepared for a life of quality, skilled jobs appear to be the more logical 

path to follow. 

 

As governor, I want to fully fund K-12 education at the local level and 

allow local control by school districts whose teachers know what is best 

for our children’s curriculum.  I strongly support STEM initiatives but 

also would like to see Iowa schools bring more concentration to the 

classroom for farming trades and sciences, such as agronomy and agri-



business studies.  We want Iowa to remain a strong agricultural state and 

we can ensure that success by getting students interested in this trade from 

an early age.  They will be the people in agricultural careers in the future 

that will help our Iowa farm economy grow, remain strong and 

competitive.  I am for adding an “A” for agriculture to STEM studies in 

Iowa and announcing full-STEAM ahead to supporting education and our 

educators making Iowa the best place for children to live and prepare for 

adulthood though superb studies.   We also cannot dismiss the arts and 

other humanities studies.  Some students are not geared toward science 

and math but excel in other areas and we must ensure they have those 

options and support.  I support open enrollment and the rights of parents 

to homeschool through coordination with their local school district of 

choice.  I also want to remind school districts that spending money wisely 

is an expectation.  I do, at times, find in a bit perplexing that some school 

districts pay exorbitant salaries to superintendents and administrative 

positions while we hire new teachers right out of college, strapped with 

education debt, at under $40,000 a year for a salary.  I’d strongly 

encourage districts to take this into consideration when determining 



salaries of administration in their budgets.  Our teachers work hard and 

the real work is what gets done in the classroom.  I also know we have 

great educators that would take on administrative roles without having 

opulent salaries.  You don’t have to pay the highest to attract the best. 

 

I support comprehensive healthcare reform that moves way from the 

staggering federal and state budget-draining policies and laws resulting 

from the Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare.  There must be 

a better way to deal with affordable and effective healthcare for all 

Americans and it is my hope Congress and the president can work 

together, across party lines, and work this out.  As far as privatizing 

Medicaid through managed care in Iowa, the jury is still out on this, in my 

opinion.  I would like to assess this further, particularly as governor, 

before making any further move.  Some are against it as services seem to 

lag, while some are for it and believe it does and has saved some money 

for Iowa.  Time will tell.  For healthcare, overall, I would ask the Iowa 

congressional delegation to consider changing the current federal law that 

prohibits selling healthcare insurance across state lines.  If we can 



accomplish that, healthcare premiums would become competitive and 

premiums would significantly plummet.  If I find a health insurance plan 

in Wyoming that is cheaper than Iowa, I should be able to buy it, just like 

we do for auto and home insurance.  The problem is healthcare companies 

donate millions of dollars each election cycle to congressional incumbents 

to keep the federal law as is.  This needs to change for the betterment of 

the people’s interest in their healthcare.  Good, affordable healthcare as a 

matter of humanity is a right not a privilege.  Those elected to make these 

decisions must put bipartisanship ahead of political agendas and make 

healthcare work for Iowans and all the people of the United States. 

 

I believe the state turned its back on the mental healthcare needs of many 

Iowans by shutting down our state mental health institutions.  Families 

struggle daily with the need for family members to seek professional 

treatment and, yet, there are very few options for them, particularly for 

those who cannot afford treatment or don’t have insurance to cover it.  We 

all too often see those afflicted with mental illness get arrested and end-

up in our court systems, exactly where they do not belong.  They need 



professional medical treatment for their illnesses and this becomes a 

burden on county sheriffs’ budgets statewide in dealing with these 

individuals and taking deputies off patrol, particularly in our more rural 

and less populated counties, to drive all over the state trying to find a place 

for these individuals to go into treatment or evaluation, only to have them 

released by the courts and they are back in trouble and jail again.  It is also 

a public safety risk and safety risk for our law enforcement officers when 

they must encounter them in, at times, their worst condition which can 

turn bad very quickly.  This is not the fault of law enforcement but rather 

the fault of government failing to adequately deal with this issue.  The 

costs of running treatment centers would be far less than dealing with 

mental health through the criminal justice system.  We must step-up and 

find a solution to this issue as a state and this will be a top priority of mine 

as governor. 

 

As governor, I would like to revisit a veteran pay-back program for our 

veterans who have served our nation and have come back to our state to 

live, work and raise a family.  We owe so much to them for our freedom 



and I believe, as a state, we can find some way to provide them just a little 

help for serving our nation.  This is like a benefit pay-out program for 

veterans in the 1970’s under our former Iowa Governor Robert D. Ray 

(no relation by the way).  We need to say thank you and encourage 

veterans to choose Iowa to be their home and show them our gratitude and 

support, always. 

 

Iowa is lagging nationally in stronger laws to protect our domesticated 

animals.  From neglect in homes to puppy mills, I am disgusted in how 

inadequate our laws are in keeping our animals safe from neglect and bad 

business practices that put profit ahead of safe and secure conditions for 

dogs, cats and other animals we enjoy as companions.  I will propose 

legislation to make penalties stiffer for those who violate and harm 

innocent animals. 

 

I will continue to maintain the advocacy of home-rule for Iowa and ensure 

our counties and cities can choose their own destinies regarding their 

infrastructure needs and supporting their local economies.  The state must 



ensure whatever decisions made at the state level that will adversely affect 

revenue for our cities and counties must be prepared to also negate those 

shortfalls through those legislative proposals.  Cities and counties often 

become the revenue shortfall victims in state legislation and if the state 

wants to pursue policies to better Iowa, particularly in areas of taxation, 

they need to be prepared to make it right for local governments as well 

because they are the ones responsible to their constituents that expect 

those local services that reduced revenue may have a significant impact 

on. 

 

I support clean water efforts and doing everything we can to protect our 

environment.  Environmental regulations, over the years, have become 

stricter and burdensome to local governments.  While I believe everyone 

wants to ensure clean water and quality water for now and future 

generations there must be some leeway in allowing local governments to 

deal with these local issues and the hefty price tag that goes with them.  A 

common-sense approach to these issues is how the state and federal 

government need to address these issues for years to come. 



Everyone likes to know how a candidate stands on specific social issues 

and here are mine:  I am pro-life, support a waiting period before an 

abortion and abortions after a specific gestational period shall be 

unlawful.  I do support abortion rights for women who are victims of rape, 

incest or where the life of the mother is in jeopardy because that is a 

common-sense approach in helping woman determine what is best for her 

in these situations.  Abortion as a simple matter of birth control is, in my 

own opinion, irresponsible and immoral because there were other 

alternatives available.  I do not support tax-supported subsidies for 

women’s health clinics that perform abortions because many taxpayers 

disagree with this issue and there are plenty of super-rich pro-choice 

supporters that can give their own money to these clinics if they feel so 

compelled to support that cause.  That all being said, as governor I must 

recognize that abortion has been legal in the United States since the Roe 

v. Wade U.S. Supreme Court decision of 1973.  To that end, except for 

what is restricted by current law regarding specific steps of the abortion 

process, I must ensure, as governor, the law of the land regarding abortion 

rights for women are protected. 



 

I am solidly and 100% pro-2nd Amendment.  I will oppose all laws that 

restrict the rights of lawful citizens to keep and bear arms to protect 

themselves and their families.  Gun control laws are ineffective and punish 

the law-abiding while having no control or effectiveness over criminals 

and their behavior. 

 

A Governor Ray would support the rights of LGBTQ Iowans and ensure 

they enjoy the rights that have been reaffirmed by the courts and the state 

legislature to live their lives unfettered and with the same respect and 

dignity as everyone else. 

 

I helped manage the state of Iowa’s AMBER Alert program for nearly 14 

years.  I have had extensive training in this area and the protection of our 

children has been one of the most near and dear issues to my heart in my 

prior career.  While Iowa has had their tragedies over recent years with 

child abductions and unfortunate deaths resulting from them, the AMBER 

Alert program has successfully returned dozens of children abducted in 



our state unharmed.  Iowa does not have the death penalty but, if we did, 

I have always maintained there are two crimes that deserve that ultimate 

sentence:  anyone who would kill a child and anyone who would kill a 

law enforcement officer.  In my opinion, anyone committing such a crime 

has no redeemable human value left and does not deserve to be taken care 

of on taxpayer funds in prison for life.  I would like to see Congress pass 

a law that would allow states without a death penalty to defer criminal 

prosecution of these crimes to the federal courts so that the death penalty 

can be carried out upon a conviction.  

 

There is a clear and contrasting difference in this GOP primary race for 

governor of our state.  My two counter-parts in the GOP primary have 

both served previously in the state legislature and one is still the top 

elected official in Iowa.  What separates the three of us is that I have had 

many years of government service on the front-lines seeing the 

devastating decisions our elected officials at the state level have made and 

had a negative impact on public employees and essential services for 

citizens who want these services and rely on them.  The other two in this 



race have had their chance at the state level to fix the problems we have 

and, yet, we still have the same problems.  I submit to you that if you want 

a leader with innovative ideas and an agenda consistent with the goals of 

bettering Iowa, then I am your candidate.  If you want to stay on the same 

course with continuing problems at the state level then I am not your 

candidate.   

 

I’ve been around politics my entire life.  I am not a novice to how it all 

works.  While I don’t want to promise too much because you can never 

fully predict what you can be successful in, depending on support of the 

legislature to your initiatives, I can tell you this:  I will work hard every 

single day for the betterment of ALL Iowans.  For any critics within my 

own party that say you can’t be a conservative, or Republican, and support 

protecting employee rights through unions and collective bargaining; or 

support fully funding K-12 education at the state level; or that you can’t 

be for mental health reform and supporting those services for the public 

good; or that you can’t expand the Republican party base by being more 

inclusive for others who share in Republican causes but have never been 



made to feel at home in my party; or that you cannot fully fund public 

safety, public health and human services to ensure the safety of our 

children without raising taxes, then I have some news for those critics:  

they are dead, dead wrong and I will prove them all wrong when I take 

my oath of office as governor and hit the ground running on day one as 

the chief executive of Iowa. 

 

I believe in being a strong and decisive leader who will rely heavily on 

the suggestions of my staff and department and agency heads to give me 

a full and impartial assessment of their areas of responsibility.  From my 

eventual selection of a lieutenant governor (who by the way will be 

someone I can trust and will be looked for across all gender and racial 

backgrounds) to replacing all state department and agency heads with 

brand new leadership on day one, I want those leaders in the executive 

branch to be honest brokers and willing to tell me if they think I am going 

in the wrong direction.  No top-level member of my administration will 

be ostracized for speaking their mind on positions they feel I need to be 

aware.  No state of Iowa employee will ever have to fear reprisals for 



having their own opinion.  While I will set the agenda for state 

government in a clear and concise manner, I will be more than willing to 

listen to anyone who may have ideas to make it better.  I may, or may not, 

take the advisement but those offering suggestions will never have the 

feeling that they cannot be open in their views to me.  I will be fully 

accountable for anything that goes wrong in the executive branch and 

could care less who gets the credit when things are going very well.  

That’s just the type of leader I am.  I also want to add that my lieutenant 

governor will be a working lieutenant governor with specific areas 

assigned to their purview.  I am just fine working every day and being in 

the public without the need to have my lieutenant governor continually by 

my side.  I don’t need a second act with me on the road and can handle 

myself just fine, thank you.  My lieutenant governor will be too busy to 

follow me around wherever I go. 

 

I am not lost in the obvious, however, that I am the underdog in this GOP 

primary race, for now.  I do believe, however, as the people of Iowa who 

do not know me and get to hear my views that I will be coming-up behind 



my two opponents in their rearview mirror quite quickly.  I do know a lot 

of people across this state from river to river and border to border that I 

am sure will be spreading the word to their family and friends about the 

strong abilities I can bring to serving as governor.  And, Iowans always 

appreciate an underdog and those that can come-from-behind in a 

campaign.  I am in this race through the primary and I have through June 

5, 2018, to take the lead and I intend to do so with your help and the help 

of your friends and family by word of mouth and donations of any amount 

to my campaign that Iowans can afford to help our effort. 

 

I have never been good at asking for help, but my other opponents have a 

lot of big money and special interests behind them.  That’s fine, because 

I would like to prove to all the candidates for governor, across all parties, 

that I can raise significant money from common people through $5, $10 

and $25 contributions who want to change things within Iowa government 

for the better and support a candidate who can truly get things done for 

them.  If you want our cause to go forward and support my vision for 



leadership then I would appreciate your financial support for my 

campaign. 

 

I believe strongly that I am the only candidate in this primary race who 

can prove they can win, even against a sitting incumbent, and who has the 

personality and likableness to appeal to many Iowans across all political 

ideologies.  While I am running in the GOP primary I like to remind my 

independent and Democratic friends they can change their party affiliation 

on primary day, June 5, 2018, at the polls to vote for me and immediately 

register back to the party affiliation they wish to identify with.  I say this 

because I will have many Republicans that support me but I want to reach 

out to others as well for their support and, to that end, can help me secure 

more votes to win this primary race.  I have never been more confident 

that if I win this primary race I will go on to beat the Democratic Party 

candidate in the November 2018 general election, hands-down, to become 

the state’s next chief executive.  I know and feel strongly that my 

candidacy is the one that can attain the governor’s seat at the capitol.  I 

am not so sure, however, another member of my party winning the 



nomination can expect to do the same in the fall election.  For that reason, 

I ask for your support and vote as the only candidate that can go on to win 

the general election among all Iowa voters. 

 

This race is about all of you and all the citizens of Iowa.  I have spent my 

entire adult life as a public servant and I have never been more ready and 

willing to jump-in and serve my fellow citizens as governor and to do so 

with honor, integrity and commitment.  To make that positive change it 

takes people to want to make a difference at the ballot box and I would 

appreciate your voice, vote and financial support to keep this candidacy 

on track through the June primary.  Together I know we can make this a 

reality and put the needs of Iowans first and foremost to make it the best 

state in the union to live, work and raise families for generations to come. 

 

It’s become a common saying that Washington, D.C., is a swamp.  I can 

state, unequivocally, that if D.C. is a swamp, our state’s capitol is no less 

than a smelly ‘ol marsh rife with special interests and selfish personal 

agendas over public interests. Our people of Iowa deserve a common-



sense, level-headed, personable and caring chief executive that will know 

how to overcome that with the best and brightest people working with me 

to achieve the goal of putting Iowans first.  As your governor, I simply 

want to be known as a common person and a governor of the people.  A 

Governor Ray will drain that smelly ‘ol marsh in Des Moines as his #1 

priority beginning day one. 

 

Thank you for coming and I will now hit the campaign trail running for a 

better Iowa and look forward to meeting Iowans all over our great state 

these next 9 months.  Remember that “The Power of Positive Change 

Begins with You!”   

 

Good night, safe travels home, may God Bless the great state of Iowa and 

may God Bless the United States of America. 

 

Steven P. Ray, GOP primary candidate for governor of Iowa 

######## 


